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Abstract

Introduction:One of the paradoxical issues concerning rural areas in Iran after the
Islamic Revolution is that, despite a considerable increase in welfare facilities, the
trend of migration to cities has significantly intensified, leading to the depopula-
tion of many villages and challenges in agricultural production.

Objective: In this article, by examining various theories of rural development and
drawing upon Iranian-Islamic culture, the principles and criteria of progress from
the perspective of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei (leaders of the Is-
lamic Revolution) were explored in order to extract the foundational elements for
outlining a localized model of rural development.

Methodology: Using the qualitative method of thematic analysis, their views were
reviewed and coded.

Finding: resulting in the identification of macro-level principles of progress,
namely: public potential, faith and religiosity, scientific authority, logic and ra-
tionality, social welfare, wealth creation, and social construction. These principles
were framed within the triadic model. To ensure the reliability of the coding, the
extracted codes were independently reviewed by two researchers, and their con-
sistency was assessed. Moreover, to align the identified principles with the rural
implementation context, interviews were conducted with 12 experts active in this
field. The outputs of the interviews, after coding and achieving theoretical satura-
tion, were analyzed using MAXQDA software.

Conclusion: The findings demonstrated that the extracted criteria are compatible
with the rural context, and if implemented, they could foster a shift from a top-
down approach to one that enhances public participation and reduces rural-to-ur-
ban migration.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Following the Islamic Revolution, Iranian villages have faced a striking
paradox: despite extensive improvements in infrastructure, healthcare, educa-
tion, and welfare services, rural-to-urban migration has sharply increased over
recent decades. Many villages have become sparsely populated or complete-
ly abandoned, and agricultural production has encountered serious challenges.
This trend reveals a significant gap between infrastructural development and
sustainable, community-based Progress. Traditional development approaches,
often derived from urban or Western models, have largely failed to address the
social, cultural, and spiritual dimensions of rural life.

In this context, the intellectual and practical perspectives of Imam Khomeini
and Ayatollah Khamenei offer a unique framework. Their leadership consist-
ently emphasized values, ethics, and cultural heritage alongside welfare and eco-
nomic growth. They viewed rural communities not merely as economic units
but as vital components of the nation’s moral and social structure. Examining
their speeches, writings, and policies enables the extraction of principles and
criteria for rural Progress rooted in Islamic-Iranian culture. The aim of this study
is to provide a theoretical foundation for designing a culturally sensitive and
indigenous model of rural Progress that considers both material welfare and the
socio-spiritual well-being of rural inhabitants.

This study addresses two main research questions:

1. What are the key principles and criteria of rural Progress from the per-
spective of the leaders of the Islamic Revolution?

2. How can these principles be applied in contemporary Iran to reduce
migration and enhance participation?

2. Methodology

This research employs a qualitative approach using thematic analysis as its
main metho

d. The research process was conducted in three stages:

Stage 1: Data Collection and Initial Coding

A comprehensive set of speeches, writings, and statements of Imam Khomeini
and Ayatollah Khamenei was collected. Sources were selected based on relevance
to rural development, community empowerment, and cultural-social guidance.
Open coding was performed to identify recurring patterns and fundamental princi-
ples, with each segment coded according to the emerging concepts.

Stage 2: Validation and Reliability

To ensure validity and reliability, inter-coder agreement was used. Two in-
dependent researchers reviewed the initial codes, compared findings, and dis-
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cussed discrepancies. Through iterative reviews, a consolidated set of codes was
formed, which was then organized into broader categories representing the ma-
jor criteria of rural Progress.

Stage 3: Contextual Alignment Through Expert Interviews

Recognizing the need for practical validation, semi-structured interviews
were conducted with 12 experts in rural development, including policymakers,
local leaders, and academic specialists. The questions focused on the applicabil-
ity of extracted principles in real rural settings, challenges, and implementation
mechanisms.

All qualitative data, including interview transcripts, were analyzed using
MAXQDA, and coding continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. This
triangulation (textual analysis & expert validation) strengthened the credibility
and practical relevance of the findings.

3. Findings

The analysis resulted in the identification of seven overarching criteria that
define rural Progress from the perspective of the leaders of the Islamic Revolution:

1. Human Potential

The talents, creativity, and capacities of rural inhabitants are central to Progress.
Local empowerment ensures that initiatives are internally driven and participatory.

2. Faith and Religious Commitment

Moral and spiritual values guide decision-making, reinforce social cohesion,
and provide an ethical foundation for Progress.

3. Supremacy of Knowledge (Scientific Advancement)

Education, scientific knowledge, and technical expertise are vital. Access to
learning and knowledge transfer strengthens productive activities.

4. Reason and Rationality

Logical, analytical decision-making is necessary to balance tradition with
modern techniques, ensuring sustainability and efficiency.

5. Social Welfare

Provision of healthcare, clean water, electricity, roads, and cultural facilities
enhances quality of life and prevents forced migration.

6.  Wealth Creation

Encouraging agriculture, small industries, and entrepreneurship boosts eco-
nomic self-reliance and reduces dependence on external support.

7. Social Structure

Strong local institutions, participatory decision-making, and robust social
networks support resilience and collective action.

These criteria form an indigenous three-pillar model of rural Progress that in-
tegrates cultural-spiritual, scientific-economic, and social-structural dimensions.

Expert Validation
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Feedback from experts confirmed that the extracted criteria are compatible
with real rural conditions. They emphasized that bottom-up participatory ap-
proaches—centered on local leadership and community engagement—can sig-
nificantly reduce rural migration. They also noted that top-down development
programs in the past often overlooked local capacities, leading to inefficiencies
and dissatisfaction.

Potential Impacts

If implemented, the model can strengthen social capital, enhance agricul-
tural output, and improve rural welfare. Aligning programs with cultural and
ethical values fosters local ownership, accountability, and sustainable Progress.
Additionally, integrating scientific knowledge ensures that modern methods
complement traditional capacities, maintaining a balance between innovation
and cultural continuity.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the perspectives of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei provide a coherent and comprehensive framework for rural Progress.
The seven extracted criteria—human potential, faith, scientific advancement, ra-
tionality, social welfare, wealth creation, and social structure—offer a holistic ap-
proach encompassing economic, social, and spiritual dimensions of Progress.

Expert validation confirms the model’s feasibility and alignment with real
rural conditions. Transitioning from top-down planning to participatory, com-
munity-driven Progress increases the likelihood of greater engagement, reduced
migration, and enhanced local capacities.

Ultimately, the proposed indigenous model bridges ideological perspectives,
cultural heritage, and practical policymaking. As a replicable framework, it can
guide future rural Progress initiatives in Iran, strengthening resilience, equi-
ty, and sustainability, and transforming underpopulated or at-risk villages into
self-reliant, dynamic, and socially engaged communities.
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