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Abstract
Introduction: National resilience in the literature of resistance economy primarily
focuses on the resilience of macroeconomic structures through a conventional eco-
nomic approach. However, in the thought of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli with an Islamic
approach, economic resilience is intertwined with the “economic resilience of individ-
ual members of the nation.”
Objective: The present study aims to extract the principles of resilience of individual
members of the nation based on the Islamic economic approach rooted in the thought
of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and to propose corresponding quantitative indicators for
measuring them.
Methodology: This research is qualitative and exploratory, employing the method of
“explanation utterance by utterance” (tafsir kalam be kalam), which is rooted in the
tradition of interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an.
Findings: The findings indicate that six fundamental principles can be identified in
this regard: poverty alleviation (with an emphasis on economic empowerment); eco-
nomic justice (analogizing wealth to blood flowing through the body of society); wise
cooperation and mutual assistance; social responsibility and solidarity; observance of
human dignity (by avoiding wage labor); and economic independence (by refraining
from reliance on foreigners).
Innovation: The innovation of this paper lies in linking, for the first time, principles
derived from the thought of a jurist, Qur’anic exegete, and philosopher with operational
quantitative indicators, demonstrating how empowering the people, rather than merely
ensuring economic resilience, leads to sustainable national resilience.
Conclusion: The resilience model derived from the thought of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli
is people-centered, justice-oriented, dignity-based, and independence-seeking. Unlike
conventional models that focus on macroeconomic indicators, in this paradigm, “the
filling of the people’s pockets and wallets” is the ultimate criterion of success. The six
principles are dialectically intertwined, and their realization requires the localization
of international resilience indicators, the design of people-centered policies, and the
strengthening of cooperatives and worker-owned companies.
Keywords
National Resilience, Resistance Economy, Islamic Economics, Ayatollah Javadi
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

National resilience in economic literature primarily focuses on the re-
sistance of macroeconomic structures against crises, sanctions, and external
shocks, using conventional economic indicators such as GDP growth, foreign
reserves, and debt ratios. However, the experience of recent decades—particu-
larly in Iran under severe sanctions—has shown that conventional resilience
models fail to predict and manage socio-economic crises effectively. The miss-
ing link is the resilience of individual citizens, not just the macroeconomic
aggregates. In the thought of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli (a prominent Shiite jurist,
philosopher, and Quran interpreter), economic resilience is intrinsically tied to
the economic resilience of the nation’s individuals. He interprets poverty as the
“breaking of the nation’s backbone” and emphasizes that without filling peo-
ple’s pockets, no sustainable national resistance is possible. While domestic
studies have focused on conventional resilience indicators (e.g., Hosseinza-
deh et al., 2019; Tahmasebi & Norouzi, 2021), and international research has
empirically confirmed the resilience of Shariah-compliant firms during finan-
cial crises (Cihak & Hesse, 2010; Alam Pour et al., 2020; Al-Mamun et al.,
2025), none have extracted macro-principles of national resilience based on
an Islamic worldview grounded in the systematic thought of a contemporary
Muslim scholar. This research aims to fill this gap by extracting the principles
of economic resilience of individuals from Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s thought
and providing corresponding quantitative indicators.
Research Methodology

This qualitative and exploratory research employs a “word-by-word ex-
planation” method (Tabyin-e-Kalam-be-Kalam), a native analytical method
rooted in the Quran-by-Quran interpretation tradition (as used in Tafsir Al-Mi-
zan and Tafsir Tasnim). The method consists of five steps: (1) collecting all
statements related to economy and resilience from Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s
written works (Tasnim, Soroush Hedayat, Expectation of Humanity from Reli-
gion, Islam and Environment, etc.) and recorded speeches (jurisprudence sem-
inars and public addresses); (2) thematic categorization of statements based on
initial concepts (poverty, justice, cooperation, responsibility, dignity, produc-
tion, growth); (3) discovering the semantic network through intertextual anal-
ysis to prevent isolated understanding; (4) extracting fundamental principles
by selecting concepts with the highest frequency and semantic depth regarding
the “conditions for economic resistance of individuals”; and (5) aligning with
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economic literature to define quantitative indicators. The data were collected
through documentary and library methods. This method is particularly suitable
for analyzing the intellectual system of a mujtahid because every statement is
interpreted within the context of all other statements, ensuring the extraction of
a coherent, non-contradictory network of meaning.

Research Findings

The analysis reveals six fundamental principles of economic resilience
for individuals based on Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s thought: (1) Poverty erad-
ication: Poverty is defined as the “breaking of the nation’s backbone,” mak-
ing resistance impossible. Solutions include productive employment, “ample
production,” and preventing wealth accumulation (Takathur). (2) Economic
justice: Wealth is likened to blood in the nation’s body that must circulate to
all organs. Citing Quran 59:7 (“so that it does not circulate only among the
rich among you”), the principle emphasizes preventing wealth concentra-
tion. (3) Rational cooperation and mutual assistance: Cooperation must be
“reasonable” (not purely emotional), grounded in piety and expert guidance.
Practical models include cooperatives and worker-owned firms. (4) Social
responsibility and cohesion: Citing Quran 24:62, participation in public af-
fairs (“collective matters”™) is part of true faith. Responsibility is not merely
ethical but a religious duty. (5) Respect for human dignity: Dignity is an
intrinsic divine gift. Wage labor (working for others as an employee) is dis-
couraged; instead, people should work for themselves through participatory
contracts (Mudarabah, Mosaqat, Mozara’ah) and cooperatives. (6) Econom-
ic independence and non-reliance on foreigners: Citing Quran 11:113 (“do
not rely on the oppressors’), economic dependence leads to political subor-
dination and cultural flattery (Imlaq), destroying resilience.

For each principle, the paper proposes quantitative indicators tailored to
Iranian data sources. For poverty eradication: Poverty Gap Index, under-
employment rate among low deciles, ratio of Qard-al-Hasan loans to total
facilities, and ratio of employment income to total income in low deciles.
For justice: quintile share ratio (S80/S20), Herfindahl concentration index
for wealth, and ratio of bank facilities to productive sectors. For cooperation:
share of cooperative sector in GDP, labor participation rate in public joint-
stock cooperatives, and development index of worker-owned firms (inspired
by Mondragon and Shah Abadi’s Mokhamas model). For responsibility: so-
cial capital index, participation in NGOs, ratio of endowments and charity to
GDP, and institutional accountability index. For dignity: basic needs access
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index, ratio of wage employees to total employed, ratio of minimum wage
to relative poverty line, workplace discrimination index, and coverage of
formal labor contracts. For independence: ratio of domestic value added to
imports for strategic goods, trade partner diversification index, and share of
employment in industries based on domestic technology.
Conclusion

The national resilience model derived from Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s
thought is fundamentally **people-based, justice-oriented, dignity-ground-
ed, and independence-seeking®*. Unlike conventional resilience models that
focus on GDP growth and macro-indicators, this paradigm makes “filling
people’s pockets and wallets” the ultimate criterion of success. The six prin-
ciples are dialectically interrelated: sustainable poverty eradication is im-
possible without justice and cooperation; dignity prevents solutions from
sliding into exploitative wage labor; social responsibility provides the cul-
tural substrate for all other principles; and economic independence protects
achievements against external threats. The paper’s novelty lies in linking the
thought of a jurist, philosopher, and Quran interpreter to quantitative, opera-
tional indicators for the first time. Policy implications include: international
resilience indicators are insufficient for Islamic economies and require local-
ization; economic policies must be people-centered; and cooperatives and
worker-owned firms (e.g., Shah Abadi’s Mokhamas model) should be pri-
oritized in Iran’s Resistance Economy programs. Ultimately, until individ-
ual citizens stand on their own economic feet, no sustainable and dignified
national resilience will be achieved. Future research should design a com-
posite Islamic national resilience index using multi-criteria decision-making
methods, empirically test the proposed indicators on Iranian data over the
past two decades, and conduct comparative studies between the economic
thought of Javadi Amoli, Shahid Sadr, and Shahid Motahhari.
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