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Abstrac
Introduction: Tatfif (shortchanging or under-measurement), as a multidimension-
al phenomenon, is strongly condemned in the Holy Qur’an and, from the per-
spective of Islamic jurisprudence, constitutes a violation of financial rights (haqq
al-nas) and is considered one of the major sins. This phenomenon goes beyond
an individual moral deviation and represents a systemic threat to the economic,
social, and ethical foundations of society.

Objective: The aim of this study is to provide a comprehensive examination of the
underlying factors and socio-economic consequences of tatfif and to propose the
components of a composite index for measuring the prevalence of tatfif in society.
Methodology: This research adopts a documentary—comparative—analytical ap-
proach and draws on theoretical frameworks from economics, sociology, psychol-
ogy, and law to conduct a systematic analysis of the various dimensions of tatfif.
Findings: The findings indicate that tatfif is a multifactorial phenomenon arising
from the interaction of economic, sociological, psychological, and institutional
variables. From an economic perspective, factors such as information asymme-
try, moral hazard, financial pressures, inflation, economic recession, and weak
regulatory institutions intensify incentives for shortchanging and covert quality
reduction. At the sociological level, anomie and the erosion of social norms and
social capital contribute to the normalization of fraudulent behaviors, while at
the psychological level, unethical preferences, moral rationalization, and moral
disengagement play a key role. Accordingly, the study proposes a composite tatfif
measurement index based on quantitative, qualitative, regulatory, and legal com-
ponents to support market monitoring and evidence-based policymaking.
Conclusion: Tatfif emerges from the interaction of economic pressures, weak reg-
ulatory institutions, the erosion of social norms, and mechanisms of moral ration-
alization. Effective prevention therefore requires a comprehensive approach that
simultaneously strengthens market governance, enhances informational transpar-
ency, reforms the tax system, and promotes professional ethics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The phenomenon of tatfif (short-measuring or short-weighing) is explic-
itly and strongly condemned in the Holy Qur’an and, from the perspective
of Islamic jurisprudence, is regarded as a clear violation of financial rights
(haqq al-nas) and classified among major sins. The Qur’anic denunciation of
tatfif, particularly in Surah Al-Mutaffifin, indicates the gravity with which
this offense is viewed in the Islamic moral and legal tradition. However, re-
stricting the analysis of tatfif to an individual ethical lapse fails to capture its
broader and more profound implications. As a multidimensional socio-eco-
nomic phenomenon, tatfif poses a systemic threat to market stability, social
trust, distributive justice, and fair competition. By undermining confidence in
economic exchanges and weakening institutional credibility, it can erode so-
cial capital and impair the proper functioning of market mechanisms. When
buyers suspect that weights and measures are not being honored, transaction
costs increase, trust diminishes, and the efficiency of exchange is compro-
mised. Therefore, a comprehensive and theoretically grounded re-examina-
tion of tatfif within the framework of Islamic economics is both necessary
and timely. Such a re-examination must integrate normative Islamic prin-
ciples with positive economic analysis to generate actionable insights for
policymakers and regulators.

Objective

The primary objective of this study is to provide a comprehensive analy-
sis of the underlying factors and socio-economic consequences of tatfif and
to conceptualize the components of a composite index for assessing its prev-
alence and intensity within society. The study seeks to move beyond reduc-
tionist moral interpretations and to conceptualize tatfif as a governance-relat-
ed economic issue requiring multidimensional analysis and policy-oriented
solutions. By reframing tatfif not merely as a sin or moral failing but as a
symptom of deeper structural and institutional weaknesses, the study aims to
contribute to the emerging literature on Islamic economics and public policy.
The proposed composite index is intended to serve as a diagnostic tool for
policymakers to measure the extent of tatfif across different sectors and re-
gions, thereby enabling targeted and evidence-based interventions.

Methodology
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This research adopts a documentary, comparative, and analytical meth-
odology. Drawing upon theoretical frameworks from economics, sociology,
psychology, and law, as well as Qur’anic teachings and principles of Islamic
jurisprudence, the study conducts a systematic and multi-level analysis of
the phenomenon of tatfif. Through critical examination of classical and con-
temporary sources, the research develops an a priori conceptual framework
independent of empirical findings, thereby providing a theoretical founda-
tion for future empirical measurement and policy evaluation. The method-
ology integrates normative analysis of Islamic legal and ethical texts with
positive insights from social sciences, allowing for a holistic understanding
of tatfif. Classical works of Qur’anic exegesis and Islamic jurisprudence are
examined alongside modern economic theories of market failure, institution-
al economics, and behavioral economics. This interdisciplinary approach
enables the identification of both proximate and root causes of tatfif and
facilitates the design of comprehensive countermeasures.

Findings

Tatfif is a multifactorial phenomenon that emerges from the interaction
of economic, sociological, psychological, and institutional factors and can
be explained within a three level causal framework encompassing the mi-
cro, meso, and macro levels. Economic theories indicate that information
asymmetry, moral hazard, financial pressures, economic recession, inflation,
and weak regulatory institutions intensify incentives for shortchanging and
covert reductions in quality. From a sociological perspective, anomie and the
erosion of social norms and social capital diminish the moral stigma attached
to tatfif and normalize fraudulent behaviors. Psychological approaches and
behavioral economics likewise emphasize the role of unethical preferences,
social learning, moral rationalization, cognitive dissonance, and moral dis-
engagement in the persistence of such practices. Accordingly, by elucidating
the wide ranging impacts of tatfif on market efficiency, public trust, corrup-
tion, and social inequality, this study proposes a composite tatfif measure-
ment index based on qualitative, quantitative, regulatory, and legal compo-
nents to support market monitoring and evidence based policymaking.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that effective confrontation with tatfif requires a
comprehensive, systemic, and interdisciplinary approach rather than iso-
lated moral exhortations or short-term regulatory interventions. Strength-
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ening market oversight institutions, enhancing informational transparency,
reforming the tax system, improving deterrence mechanisms, and promoting
professional ethics within an appropriate institutional framework emerge as
key policy implications of the study. Market oversight institutions must be
empowered with adequate resources, legal authority, and technical capacity
to detect and penalize instances of tatfif. Transparency in pricing, labeling,
and product specifications can reduce information asymmetry and empower
consumers to make informed choices. Tax reform can reduce opportunities
for collusion and underreporting that often accompany tatfif. Deterrence
mechanisms, including credible sanctions and effective monitoring, can
raise the expected cost of engaging in fraudulent practices. Professional eth-
ics, cultivated through education, certification, and peer accountability, can
strengthen intrinsic motivations for honesty. Emphasizing the normative and
analytical foundations of Islamic economics, this research highlights the piv-
otal role of governance in preventing tatfif through coherent, well-designed,
and enforceable economic policies aimed at safeguarding fairness, trust, and
justice in market exchanges. Governance, in this context, refers not only to
the actions of the state but also to the broader institutional environment, in-
cluding markets, civil society, and the judiciary, that shapes the incentives
and constraints faced by economic agents. By embedding the analysis of
tatfif within an Islamic economic framework that prioritizes justice, account-
ability, and social welfare, the study offers both a diagnostic framework and
a policy roadmap for addressing this persistent and corrosive phenomenon.
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